
World Habitat day is observed on the first Monday of October every year, as designated by the United 
Nations, to reflect on the state of towns and cities and on the basic right of all to adequate shelter. This 
year the World Habitat Day will be observed on 02 October 2023, The World Habitat day centres on 
the observance of the day across the world with one city being identified as Global Observance Venue. 
This is celebrated as annual event focused on specific theme. World Habitat Day was first celebrated 
in 1986 with Nairobi, Kenya, as the host city on the theme ‘Shelter is my right’.

The theme for the year 2023-“Resilient urban economies. Cities as drivers of growth and recovery” will 
look at how cities can position their economies to benefit residents. World Habitat Day is an occasion 
to reflect on the critical role that resilient urban economies play in driving growth and recovery in our 
rapidly urbanizing world. Cities have emerged as epicentres of economic activity, innovation, and 
cultural exchange. They are not just hubs of commerce but also centres of human potential, where 
diverse populations come together to build a path toward a sustainable future. Resilience in urban 
economies refers to their ability to withstand shocks and adapt to changing circumstances, and this 
quality has been tested like never before in recent times.

In the face of global challenges such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the climate crisis, cities have 
demonstrated their capacity to adapt and innovate. Resilient urban economies are built upon strong 
foundations of inclusivity, sustainability, and adaptability. They prioritize investments in infrastructure, 
education, and healthcare, ensuring that no one is left behind. Moreover, they harness the power of 
technology and sustainable practices to create a blueprint for the cities of tomorrow.

As we celebrate World Habitat Day on 02 October 2023, it is imperative that we recognize the pivotal 
role cities play in shaping our collective future. We must continue to invest in building resilient urban 
economies that not only drive growth and recovery but also promote social equity and environmental 
sustainability. By doing so, we can create cities that are not only economically robust but also 
inclusive, green, and capable of withstanding the challenges of an ever-changing world. It is through 
these efforts that we can ensure a brighter and more sustainable future for all urban dwellers, today 
and for generations to come.
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